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My name is Karen Brewer. 
| am almost seven years old. 


Pm 3 world- 
champion skater. 
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a world champion. And maybe not a 
champion at all. But Pm good. 
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Actually, my parents only 
allow me to do Some tricks, 
even though | want to try 


every Single one. 


My parents call 
me a daredevil. 
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Maybe | am a daredevil. | like to leap 
over things. 
Rainy 00, í 


I try to remember to 
be cəref'ul, but sometimes 
I forget. It's fun to до fast. 


K.əren, Andreu, 
come inside! 


It’s almost time 


№ E i to go to Daddy's house. Д 
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Mommy and Daddy got 
divorced and then married 
other people. 
This weekend, me and my 
brother Andrew are going 
to stay at Daddys. 


| can’t wait for a weekend 
of roller-skating. 


Pm so glad it's Saturday! 


Wait, where are 
Moosie and Tickly? 


| don’t get to see Moosie 
often. He lives at Daddy’s house. 
I have two of almost everything. 


| even have two of Tickly. 
We cut him in half after | kept 

forgetting him at one house 
or the other. 
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Next door to the 


big house is a witch. 
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house is Daddys. 
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It really is a big house. Lots of 


big 
people live in it. 


Do you want to hear | 
something spooky 


The 
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herbs 


in her backyard and has 
Midnight. 


a weird cat named 


She grows magic 


The little house is Mommy's. The only people who live there are 
Mommy, Seth, Andrew, and me. Plus Seth’s 


dog, Midgie, and a cat named Rocky. 


| like all the people 
at both houses. 


But sometimes we wish that 
So does Andrew. ⁄ we all lived in just one house. 


Then | could see you 
every day, Moosie. 
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Well, it's time to get up! The sun is bright. 


| think it's time 
to try my new trick. 


| can only wear my roller skates 
outside. It's ә rule at the big house. 


It's a rule at the s у ` 
little house, too. [ Yes? Pm out front. 


| want to walk 
Shannon and до skating. 


What should | do? 
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Like this: You ride uour 
trike and let Shannon run [|| Skate ahead of you So 
beside you. that Shannon doesn't get tangled 
up with me. Okay? 
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| am going to leap 
over these cans. 


| Saw 3 woman on TV do it. 
She jumped over six, but I'll 
try only two. 


lm nervous, too. 


But | just have 
to try this trick! 
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| should have worn 
my wrist guards... 


= 


T | 
= 
73 
LA 


N 
° 
$ 


Le 
®.® сс 


~ | 
It’s broken. We need to take her 
My wrist is broken. to the emergency room, 


aren, would you like if | went 
to the hospital with you? 


{ There's the rene ) 


Did | ever tell you about 
the time | broke my ankle? 


— 


СТА 
The hospital smells 
like medicine. 
E Í od 
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Pm Wətson Вгешег, ənd 
this is my daughter, Karen. 
She had an accident and 
hurt her wrist. 


My name is Nancy. 
Pm one of the nurses here. Wai have б шш} ter 
the bone doctor. Fixing bones is 
É his specialty. 
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While you’re waiting for him, 
we're going to take X-rays of your 
wrist bones and give you 
3 Sling to wear. 
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The bone doctor will be here 
Soon. His name is Dr. Humphrey. 


man 
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Yo 


Where do you 
find elephants? 


Yes, Рм Dr. Humphrey. You must 
A be Karen Brewer. How are you feeling? / 


Your wrist is broken, but the 
good news is that it’s a pretty 
clean break that’s easy to fix. 


All you’ll need is a cast, Karen, can you tell me, in your 
and then we can send you own words, how you broke your wrist? 


right home. 
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| was roller-skating, 
and | jumped over some coffee 
cans, and I landed okay. 


But then something 
happened and 1 fell. 


33 


It sounds like you’re a real 
daredevil! Next time, make sure you 
wear your wrist guards. 


Let’s get that cast 
on you now. It should be 
very quick. 


Here you go. Now your arm 


won't feel so heavy. You should start 
to feel better soon. 


How am | supposed to feed Shannon 
and Boo-Boo, or Rocky and Midgie, 
with just one hand? 


Karen! Karen! How is your wrist? 
Does it hurt? Did you cry? What did 
the doctor do? 


Hey, Karen, we fixed Yeah. We set up pillows, 
you a place in the den. a blanket, and your books! 


You can spend the And I'll let Shannon 
rest of the day there. stay with you. 
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David Michael, uou | — 
get mu coloring book. 
Get it yourself. 
You can walk. 
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Come sit with us at the table, Karen. 
t's time to eat. 
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CHAPTER 4 


Well, Moosie. | эм not going 
to waste this dau lying around 


Рм going to play outside. N | 
== There's nothing wrong with my legs. 


\ Maybe | can even go skating later. 


Today I'm going to do Ñ i 
everything by myself. R 
| don’t need any help. 


Why, Karen. Who helped 
you get dressed? | thought 
Kristy was still asleep. 


She is. | did it myself. 
| can do anything. 
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Okay, okay. Karen, you 
must be feeling better. 


| know one thing you can't do. 
| bet you can’t use the can opener. | bet 
you can't feed Boo-Boo. 


46 


Well, that's the only thing 
| can’t do. | can dress myself, 


But | didn't break mu legs. 
Just my wrist. 
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No roller-skating. Not for a 
long time. If you fell now, you could 
hurt your wrist even more. 


You have to go back to the hospital 
this morning anyway. Dr. Humphrey wants 
to check your cast. You might 
even need another X-ray. 


Back to the hospital? 


| don’t want to go! 
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It's not going to be very fun. 
We'll just be sitting and waiting. 


| want to see the hospital. 
Hospitals are instristing. 
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How come we're going 
to the emergency room? Рм not 
an emergency anymore. 


/ Because Dr. Humphrey doesn’t 
[ have an office like your regular 
doctor does. He just fixes bones 
here at the hospital. 


Hey, let’s play hospital, Andrew. 
It will be 3 good waiting game. 


You be the sick person, 
and I'll be the doctor. 


You come to ту hospital, 
and РИ fix you up. 


Ooh, my leg is broken! 


What's the matter with me? 


Hmm, | think you need a cast. 
Whatever you want. 


Now | have a very, very, 
very, very sore throat. 


You need this medicine. It tastes 
yucky, but you have to take it 
seventeen times a day. Then your 
throat will feel better. 
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Now | have a big cut 
on my hand. It’s bleeding! 


Okay. Sit right ор 
here on the bed. 
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| be in. 
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This is like a real doctor's office! — 
| see bandages and those funny scissors That medicine is 
and medicine for cuts. Called bacitracin. 


Very good! Maybe you'll grow up 


to be a doctor, Karen Brewer. 


Karen, tell me, one more time, 
how you broke your wrist. 


| was roller-skating on 
our sidewalk. | set up four coffee 
Cans, and | jumped over all of them. 


I landed perfectly. 


It was my best trick ever. 
| even twirled around in the air. 


| know that's not 
what really happened. 


But | don't want anyone 
to know | fell while turning. 


But just after | landed, | saw 
this big caterpillar on the sidewalk. 
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- I didn't want to squish it, 
А caterpillars So | tried to leap around it. 
But | lost my balance. My feet 
went out from under me. 


Hmm, okay. Let’s take 


| put my hands out like this, 2 look at your X-rays. 


landed on them... 
And, crunch, my 
wrist broke. 


here weren’t 
four cans... 


Okay. Рог a couple of weeks, 
you'll come here every Wednesday 
for X-rays. In two weeks, we'll swap 
this cast for a lighter one. 


And eight weeks from now, 
we'll take off your cast for good. 


Then you'll only have 
X-rays every two weeks. 


Eight weeks! 


That's a long time! 


Well, yes, it is. 
It’s two months. 


| don't want to wear 
this for two months. 


| want to go roller-skating! 


Will | be able to go to school? 


Oh, yes. In a few days, your 
wrist won't hurt at all. You'll be able 
to hold a pencil to write, even 
with the cast on. 
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E ИИ 
Darn. | was hoping for a vacation. 


No roller-skating for two months -- 
and | have to go to school anyway. 
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There's a boy with a cast just 
like yours. Only his is on his foot. 


| know that boy! That’s Ricky. 
He’s in my Class. 
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| was doing a roller-skating trick. 
I jumped over five cans lined up on the 
sidewalk. | did a double twist in the air. 
Then | landed. It was perfect. 
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Mu friends and mu mom 
and dad and brother and sister. 


But...when did you 
break your ankle? 


= Y How did Ricky have time to show 
; his cast to so many people and 
get so many signatures? 


I broke it on Friday. 
Right after school. 


ih = = aa is Dr. Humphrey your 
snow NIS Cast around а bone doctor“ ie 2 
day on Saturday. Yup. Is he yours! 
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Yup. How long do you 
have to wear your cast? Six weeks. 
How about you? 
Y, 
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Boy, | can't wait for school tomorrou. 


Everyone will crowd around to see my cast. 
They'll all want to sign it and know how | broke it. 


i | They 
ё e íi "e le But they'll want to see 
ipee: mine more. Mine is more interesting. 
I have lots of signatures. 
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And uou know what? Bu tomorrow 
morning, | will have Hubert Gregoru's 
Signature. 


The baseball player?! 
He's famous! How are you going 
to get him to sign your cast? 


Well, we better be going. 
Karen, say good-bye to Ricky. 


| have to get people 
to sign my cast. I have to get lots 
of people to sign my cast. 


| can't let Ricky go to 
school with a better cast 
than mine. 


Daddy, | am going to be 
But how will | get very busy this afternoon. 
a signature as good as 
Hubert Gregory's? | don’t 
know anyone famous. 


67 


Hey, everybody! Elizabeth! 
Kristy! Charlie! Sa-- 


Look, here's 3 red pen. 


But this is important. Take this with you and go 


| need people to sign my cast. find them. Just calm down. 
Right now! 


There’s no need to yell. 
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Did not! Now come 
here. | want you to 


Can you write your 
name or something Funny or 


draw a picture? 


Hee hee hee. 
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А boy in ту class broke his 
ankle. We saw him at the hospital, too. 


He already has a lot of signatures 
on his cast. And he said that by tomorrow, 
he'll have Hubert Gregory's signature. 


No one is going to care 
about my wrist. 


Boo-Boo isn't fəmous, but this is 
а very special autograph. 


And there's EN Thanks! That's neat, Elizabeth! 4 
Shannon's autograph. 


These are good, but not 
good enough. | still need a really, 
really special autograph if | want 
to beat Ricky. 


But where am | 
supposed to get that? 


CHAPTER 6 


Elizabeth? May | go over to Hənnie's? 
And then maybe to Amanda Delaneu's? | want 


| need to go visiting. 
РИ get lots of signatures 


some more autographs for my cast. from our neighbors 


| can ask them if they 
know anyone famous. 
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Sure. Just be careful. And come - - 
N home if your arm starts to hurt. 4 | can’t wait to © 
| show Hannie my cast. [|= 
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Hey, everyone! 
Come here! 


Karen! How did 
you break your wrist? 


| was showing Andrew Hmm, Five coffee cans doesn’t 
a new trick. seem like enough for a broken wrist. 
What's a really Nares BENE 


I lined up seven coffee cans on the sidewalk. 
Then | skated toward those cans so fast 
| was almost flying. 


| was Flying! | did a triple twist 
in the air. Then | landed. 


And that's pm Nope. | landed perfectly. But | saw a mother 
you fell? caterpillar and her three caterpillar babies. 


| didn’t want to squish them, so | tried 
to jump over them, too. 


That’s when | fell. 


ый 


What? Oh. No. 
They were all safe. 
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Would all of you like to sign { Ill go get a рел! 

my cast? | need autographs on it. = 

Look, even Shannon and Boo-Boo | Get one that 
have signed it. isn’t геа! 
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| guess Sari 
is too little to 
sign ¡t, isn't she? 


Yes. But how would you 
like another paw print? 
| think we could get 
Noodle's autograph. 


Thank you veru much, Noodle. 


By the way, does anyone 
here know a famous person? 


| know the mayor. 


You do? Could he sign my 
cast? | need a famous autograph 
before tomorrow. 
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Oh, I’m sorry, Karen. Hey, Karen! How about 
He’s not in town this weekend. 3 claw print? That would be cool! 
We'll get Myrtle to sign your cast. 


Want to come with me, Hannie? 
Thanks, everybody. | have to 


9o now. I’m going to ask some more 


people to sign my cast. Where are you going first? 


K.əren Вгешег! Hou could 
uou do that to me? You know Amanda 
and | are VERY BIG ENEMIES! 


Over to Amanda Delaney’s. 


l'm sorry, Hannie. | need Amanda 
to sign my cast. And Max and their 
mom and dad. 
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Hi, Shannon. Are you baby-sitting 
for Amanda and Max? 


Well. | was doing a trick for Andrew. 
| lined up ten coffee cans and skated 
toward them really fast. | jumped over 
them -- flew through the air -- 
and landed perfectly. 


And when | broke my wrist, 
the police had to come. 


| just love telling stories. 
This one is getting to be 
one of my best. 
No one will ever know 
that | had fallen just by 
trying to turn around. 
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By the way, Shannon and Boo-Boo 
and Noodle put their paw prints on my cast. 
And Myrtle put her claw print on it. Maybe 
Priscilla could sign ту cast, too. 


How did you get 
their paw prints? 
Hey, do any of you 
With an ink pad. know someone famous? 


Ink? No way! | don’t 
want Priscilla’s paw 
to get dirty. 
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I need someone fəmous 
to sign my cast by tomorrow. 
It’s important. 


This boy in my class? Well, he has 
an aunt who has a friend who goes to 
this hairdresser. 


Who is Frances Morton? 
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And this hairdresser once 
cut Frances Morton's hair. 


Well, thank you. But your friend 
probably couldn’t sign my cast before tomorrow. 
Besides, it would be better if Frances 
Morton could do it herself. 


Quess what! | hear bells! 
Mr. Tastee is coming! 


Hooray! The ice-cream man! 
And | have some money with me! 


K.aren Brewer, wha masapas, 
"d earth did uou do to uou зе? = 
B 3 P 
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And then, after the fire 
trucks got there, the 
helicopters... 


Karen, are you sure sige 
that’s what happened? No, it is not! 


r= That is a very big story. 


There were only two coffee 
cans. And there were no caterpillars 
or police cars or fire engines 
or helicopters. 


Why don’t you tell 
us the truth, Karen? 


| only jumped over two cans. 
| landed okay, too. 


But when | tried to turn, 
| fell and that’s when | broke 
my wrist. 
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Don't you mean...isn’t 
your name Mr. Tastee? 


Can you maybe write Mr. Tastee 
underneath your name? Just so people 
will know who Roger Jones is? 


Roger Tastee? I’m sorry, Karen, 
Mr. Tastee is just the name of the 
ice-cream Company. 
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| cən't believe Mr. Tastee's 
real name is Roger Jones! 


Boo. | still don’t 
have a special autograph. 


Pm not sure. Ricky 
might have his, too. 


Darn, | forgot to ask if 
Mr. Tastee knew anyone famous. 


Б RAW 
That's where I fell. That's where my skates are. 


They're going to be stuck т the 
garage for weeks and weeks! 


Eek! There’s 
Morbidda Destiny! 


| bet she’s gathering 
herbs for a spell! 
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| don't know. Something awful. 
What kind of spell? Maube a spell to take away birthdays. 


A spell to take away 


Boy, isn’t it just my luck 
that | have to live next door 
to a witch? I’m sure she’s the only 
witch in town. And she lives -- 


Nothing. Never mind. 


I could get Morbidda Destinu 
to sign my cast. Ricky wouldn't have 
a witch’s autograph. 


And a witch’s autograph 
would be better than Hubert 
Gregory's any day. 


But how will | get the witch’s Of course | am! Well, | will be 
autograph? | would have to go to her if someone comes with me. 
house, or at least into her gard. 
She would have to touch 
my cast. Am | brave enough 


for all that? 


^ Hamie? Want to come 
over for 3 while? 
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See you all later! 


Pm glad you're not | Since we're friends again, 
mad at me anymore. will you help me with something? 


What do you 
need help with? 


| want you to come over 
to Morbidda Destiny's with me. 


CHAPTER 8 


| эм not going to 


the witch’s house again. 

The last time we went over | 

AX there, we got into very / 
OR big trouble. Р 


In fact, we're going 


We WORTE ob ang to do something nice. 


wrong this time. 


We're going to ask Мог-- 
Mrs. Porter for her autograph. She'll think we like her. 
Don't you think that will make We won't get in trouble for that. 


her happu? 


But aren't you afraid of her, 
Karen? She's a witch. 


I know. But 1 think we'll be safe. 
If we go over soon, she'll still be outside 
in her garden. She couldn't hurt us then. 


Because everyone would see. Our friends 
are right across the street. The witch won’t 
do anything with people watching. 
| know she won't. 


Don't you want me to have 
the best cast in our class tomorrow? 
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Maybe not. 


Yay! Okay, now we have to think about 
how we're going to ask Morbidda Destiny | 
for her autograph. 6 


i | What if she wants 
Can't you just say, to know why | want her to sign 
“Please sign my cast”? my cast? | can’t tell her it’s 
because she’s a witch. 


Then say it’s because... 
it’s because...oh, | don’t know, Karen. 
You'll think of something, won't you? 
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| do. Because you're my friend. 


Now, we'd better protect Y 
ourselves while we're next door. Pil put my lucky 
We need some lucky charms. rabbit’s foot in my pocket. 
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You can put mu 
lucky stone in your pocket. 


And you can put... 
hmm, let’s see. 
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Ha 
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Look. Everubodu is still 
outside. And Shannon's with 
them now. We'll be safe. 


It's the only 


So we'll ring the witch's doorbell. 
Then we'll stand on her porch and 
when she answers the door, ІІ ask her 
for her autograph. Simple. We won't 
до inside or anything. 
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Good. Hold it tight. 
Рт holding the rabbit's foot. Our lucky 
charms vill protect us. 


N TA a i | 
It's us! Karen Brewer 
= and Hannie Papadakis. 
А! l, AP N | 
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| broke my wrist. Would you, “W 
um, would you please sign my cast? / 
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| know it isn't very exciting, Why do you want 
but that’s what happened. my autograph? 


Because she’s in 


Because you’re 
a cast-signing contest. 


my nei ghbor. 
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Where had that 
pen been hiding?! 


What am | doing! 
| can’t believe Рм letting 
a witch sign my cast. 


Maybe | should pull 
my arm back -- 


/ hi 
| ш £ 
я 22 К A black cat?! 


Why had she drawn that? Th-thanks, Mrs. Porter! 
What was it? A spell? x 


Maybe it’s a sign that will 
attract other witches. 


IP no one else seems worried about 
the black cat, then | won't be, either. 
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Let's show everyone 
the witch's signature. 


You guys went over to Mrs. Porter’s? 
| thought you were afraid of her. 


Very nice. She even 
drew a picture of Midnight. Oh! Midnight! So that’s 
what that is. 


Pm sure Mrs. Porter was 
happy that you wanted her 
autograph. 


She’s so lonely. 
Visits from kids must 
mean a lot. 


113 


Come on, Hənnie. Let's go 
Count my autographs. 


Still, | wish Mrs. Porter 
had written “Morbidda Destiny” 
So everyone would know it’s the 

autograph of my witch. 


Tabitha Porter. 
А witchy-sounding name. 


7 well, rll tell them. < 
AL Í was with you. | know. 


| Finally got my special signature! 
My cast might not be 

better than Ricky's, but it 

will be just as good. 


It's time for you and Andrew 
to get ready to до back to 
your mom’s house. 
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Bye, Hannie! See you in school 
tomorrow. Thank you for helping me. 
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РИ Say! Think of 
everything that happened. 


You got a witch's autograph?! How about 
having an accident? Breaking your wrist? 
And going to the hospital -- twice? 


Getting lots 
of signatures. 


Right. But you know what? 
I hope we don't have this kind 


of excitement too often 


| wouldn't mind. | have 
the best cast ever. When | go 
to school tomorrow, | will 
be a star. 
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And seeing Ricky 
and his cast. 
4 


N 


f ^" ие s the movie stər?! Y 
| air E oF oF y urs? | 


SB 

I can’t F> it. | went looking for someone famous 

| F> can't believe 3 ав and did not find ənubodu. Then | stopped 
looking and found somebody. 
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Oh, well. Whether we see 
Amy Morris or not, | will still be the 
only one with a witch’s autograph. 
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| a CELD Can | carr How did you 
— С break your wrist? 


Look! | got a signature 
from Amy Morris! And also 
Morbidda Destiny! 


Г !t's true! Y 
| was there! J 


Umm, do you want to look at 
each other's signatures? | want to 
see what Hubert Gregory wrote. 


Yeah! And | want to see 
Amy Morris’s signature! 
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inspired a generation of young readers. Her novels include 
Belle Teal, A Corner of the Universe (a Newbery Honor 
book), Here Today, А Dog’s Life, and On Christmas Eve, 
as well as the much-loved collaborations, PS. Longer Letter 
Later and Snail Mail No More, with Paula Danziger, and The 
Doll People and The Meanest Doll in the World, written with 
Laura Godwin and illustrated by Brian Selznick. She lives in 
upstate New York. 


KATY FARINA is the creator of the New York 
Times bestselling graphic novel adaptation of Karen's Witch 
by Ann M. Martin. She has painted backgrounds for 
She-Ra and the Princesses of Power at DreamWorks TV 
and has also done work for BOOM! Studios, Oni Press, 
and Z2 Comics. She lives in Los Angeles. Visit her online 


at katyfarina.com. 


